depicted in BALABHARATA, a three fold division of the stor
content of this Kavya is suggested. The story from the beginnin
of the Kavya till the birth of the Pandavas can be taken as th
first part (First and Second cantos). The story starting with th
childhood of the princes till the final coronation ofDharmaja, ma
be taken as the second part (Third to Nineteenth cantos) and th
last canto may be taken as the third and the final part.
HINDU ETHOS IN BALABHARATA:

A bird's eye view of the Hindu Ethos as given below is o
much value in the evaluation of Ethics in this Kavya.

I. THE VEDAS:

In BHARAT individual and social activities are brought withil
the ambit of philosophy by the belief in the divine creation ofsocia
order and of the entire universe. So in our country metaphysics
and sociology are intertwined. In such a religious system ethia
must be based on metaphysics. Here the ordinances of civilisec
conduct spring from the 'S^ti9 and 'Smrtf (^T: ^ ^RT:).

This point, Agastya brings to our mind clearly in his Kavya
The belief in the Vedas as <HMc<l<=M and as standard of knowledge

and the importance of the 5rti and Smrti are clearly stated on
different occasions in this Kavya.4

II. GODHOOD:

Smrtis conceive the supreme being as Eternal, Uncreated,
Self-existent, Immanent, Transcendent, Omnipotent, Omniscient
and also as the Abode of all auspicious qualities or attributes, the
source and the goal of all selves, in short, the 'Sagunabrahman' of
Vedanta. The creation and destruction in all their details are of
'His Will'. The natural laws that enable the universe to function
and sustain are also 'His will'. An implicit devotion and dedica-
tion to 'HIM', combined with good conduct and self-enlightenment
are the main aspects of ethics in our society. This fundamental point

4 3^-d^<o^^ ^H^H (2-9) - ^PKH^ch<f^lK (12-79)

^IWMl WT '^df^M^I^HPd <1-l) - ^r^diy^ldl ^R^IH (7-42)